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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION — SAVINGS MEASURES 

469. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question I would like to thank the campaigns to save Moora Residential College, community 
resource centres, Landsdale Farm School, camp schools, community kindergartens and other members of the 
community who have been impacted by the McGowan government’s mean-spirited cuts to education and regional 
services. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Point of Order 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: This is a preamble. This is not a question. 

The SPEAKER: We will start it again and I am sure the member will cut it a little bit shorter at the start—not the 
whole lot. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Before I ask my question I would like to thank the campaigns run on regional services during 
the recent by-election. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! That is preamble, so can you cut that out? 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Will the Premier now listen to the clear message sent by the people of Darling Range and 
immediately commit to funding Moora Residential College and the Landsdale Farm School and to reversing the 
government’s cuts to education and other regional services? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I note that the member for Geraldton is asking the question and that we are spending $70 million on 
Geraldton Hospital, which the last government did not do. Geraldton Hospital needs significant improvement and 
upgrading. I have investigated the hospital myself and it needs significant expansion and improvement. That is 
what this government will do. In government, the Liberals did not do that. In fact, the Liberal Party ignored 
Geraldton when it was in government and, as I recall, the member for Geraldton only survived the state election 
by the skin of his teeth because our candidate was much stronger than him. 
Let us look back in history at all the things the Gallop and Carpenter governments did in Geraldton, such as the 
foreshore, the southern transport corridor and the harbour deepening. All those things were done by Labor in 
government. Although the Liberal government blew out $40 billion of debt, it failed to do anything. I cannot even 
think of a footpath in Geraldton that it managed to put in place. 
Mr W.R. Marmion interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Nedlands! 
Mr D.C. Nalder: Beach erosion! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What was that? Beach volleyball? It put beach volleyball or something in place — 
Mr W.R. Marmion interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Nedlands, we heard you the first time. I call you to order the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Since we have been back in government, we have made improvements for cruise shipping 
facilities and significant improvements to Indian Ocean Drive. Admittedly, it is not in Geraldton, but is on the way 
to Geraldton. We have made some significant road improvements in Geraldton. I do not expect gratitude, but the 
member for Geraldton has been blotting his copybook in this place recently with some shocking commentary about 
female ministers in this government for which he has not yet been held to account. Today he shows absolutely no 
appreciation for all the work being done by the government in his electorate. 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. Members, I have a statement. 

Point of Order 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Mr Speaker, is it not customary to allow a supplementary question? 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: He didn’t stand up. 
The SPEAKER: He is still sitting down now. 
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Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: I did stand up. 
The SPEAKER: Did you? Okay, a supplementary question. 
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